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through him as the proper organ of communication. The object of this order is to prevent the recurrence of a circumstance which removed an important officer from the division without the knowledge of the Commanding General, and, indeed, when he supposed that officer engaged in his official duties, and anticipated hourly the receipt of his official reports on a subject of grave importance to his command ; also to prevent the topographical reports from being made public through the medium of the newspapers, as was done in the case alluded to, thereby enabling the army to obtain the benefit of our topographical researches as soon as the General Commanding, who is responsible for the division.
"Superior officers having commands assigned them are held responsible to the Government for the character and conduct of that command, and it might as well be justified in an officer senior in command to give orders to a guard on duty, without passing that order through the officer of that guard, as that the Department of War should countermand the arrangements of commanding generals without giving their orders through the proper channel.
"To acquiesce in such a course would be a tame surrender of military rights and etiquette, and at once subvert the established principles of subordination and good order. Obedience to the lawful commands of superior officers is constitutionally and morally required; but there is a chain of communication that binds the military compact which, if broken, opens the door to disobedience and disrespect and gives loose to the turbulent spirits who are ever ready to excite a mutiny. All physicians able to perform duty who are absent on furlough will 'forthwith repair to their respective posts. Commanding officers of regiments and corps are ordered to report specially all officers absent from duty on the 3<Dth of June next, and their cause of absence.
"The army is too small to tolerate idlers, and they will be dismissed from the service.
"By order of
"MAJOR GKNKRAL JACKSON,
"ROBERT  BUTLER,  Adjutant General"ent of
